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There’s only one reality and set of 
associated challenges and 
opportunities that I think are worth 
discussing.



But first…

The Economic Contribution 
of Australia’s Snow Resorts

And so what? 



.37

Snow Resorts Australia – asaa.org.au

The bad 2024 snow season saw 370,000 less skier visits than 2022-25 ave.



And cost the economy ~$500m in Gross Value Added

$.5bn



And around 4,150 FTE jobs

-4,150



About 20 years ago…









Fast forward 17 years…





In 2024 CSIRO concluded that natural snow depth decline 
is also following the high impact scenario

https://www.csiro.au/en/news/all/articles/2024/june/snow-trends-australia



















Meanwhile, on the ‘four-season’ front…



In NSW, Governments have invested over $50m in walking and MTB trails in 
and around the snow resorts



And similarly in Victoria







Q: Is investing in walking / MTB trails the 
most effective way for Government to 
minimise the impacts of climate change on 
regional mountain economies and jobs?



Q: Are these trail investments 
benefitting the local tourism economy 
as forecast? What’s the impact? What 
are the learnings?



Q: Is Thredbo the only Australian ski resort likely to 
ever have commercially viable summer operations?



The Australian Snow Industry in the Global Context



• 399m skier visits - globally

• Best visitation on record

• Most countries are above pre-covid 5 year 
average

• The number of resorts remains constant, with 
growth in China offsetting some climate 
decline in Europe

• Despite unfavorable natural snow conditions –
many countries reported best ever skier visits 
(decoupling of snowfall and visits)







Excludes 2020 & 2021 - COVID affected years
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Austria’s ski resorts are also experiencing warming. 2025/26 was 
one of the warmest winters on record

https://schoepfblog.at/gunther-aigner-winterruckblick-2025-26/
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Austria is warming also

https://schoepfblog.at/gunther-aigner-winterruckblick-2025-26/

But visits and business is resilient…
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Thanks to world leading snowmaking technology and coverage
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How much snowmaking coverage (trails) do European ski resorts have ?



And how much snowmaking coverage does Australia have (skiable area)?

Snow Resorts Australia – asaa.org.au



Despite investing in snowmaking 
automation, water cooling, gun and pipe 
replacement and all-weather snowmaking, 
the area covered by snowmaking at most 
major Australian resorts has not  significantly 
increased in the last 10-15 years.



Q: How do the current levels of snowmaking 
at Australian resorts compare to the levels 
required to adapt to the low and high impact 
climate change scenarios in the 2008 
CSIRO report?



Q: How much snowmaking expansion and 
improvement is required for the Australian 
resorts to adapt to forecast rates of climate 
change by 2050?



Q: Is it time to update the science to find out?



Q: If snowmaking isn’t sufficient to adapt to 
the impacts of climate change on the snow 
season, what are the risks for resorts? 
industry? government? community? sport?



Q: Given the generally strong ROI from 
snowmaking investments, but lack of major 
expansion in recent years, do the Australian 
resorts need government help to make 
investments in snowmaking to minimise the 
effects of climate change to protect regional 
economies, jobs and communities and the 
sport? Would that be appropriate?















Snowmaking is publicly funded or co-funded 
in many countries around the world. It’s 
recognised as being core public 
infrastructure enabling climate resilience 
and regional development. 

It significantly benefits every sector of the 
snow tourism economy and sport.



Q: As a group is there anything more important to 
unite around than saving the Australian snow season 
from the forecast impacts of climate change? 



Q: Then, using the economic report as a 
foundation, why not unite and put the case to 
government that it needs to support a climate 
resilience fund to update the science and 
significantly upgrade and expand snowmaking 
at Australian snow resorts to protect regional 
economies, jobs and the sport?



Thank you
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